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Ziva uzovka obojkova (Natrix natrix) jako potrava mladéte
Spacka obecného (Sturnus vulgaris) na hnizdé

A live Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) as a food
of a Common Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) nestling

Martin Paclik "

1) Muzeum vychodnich Cech v Hradci Kralové, Elis¢ino nabiezi 465, CZ — 500 03 Hradec Kralové, e-mail: m.paclik@muzeumhk.cz

Abstract: The diet of the Common Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) nestlings consists mainly of invertebrates. On 6 May 2020, I checked a Starling nest (using a miniature
camera) with three nestlings at the age of 7-8 days post hatch. One of the nestlings was already swallowing approximately 15 cm long live Grass Snake
(Natrix natrix). The cranial part of the snake was already in the nestling’s beak/neck, but the caudal part still protruded from the beak and moved slowly during
the observation, while in one moment it twined around the nestling’s neck. The snake had not yet been swallowed at the end of the 3-min observation, suggesting
that swallowing such an unusual food item might be beyond the nestling’s power. The presented case ranks within the scarcely documented vertebrate food of the
Common Starling nestlings and, moreover, it represents a unique record of a live vertebrate in the nestling diet of this species.
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Uvob

U leckterého ptaciho druhu se mizeme obcas setkat
s neobvyklym potravnim chovanim, které mtliZze byt pou-
hym omylem krmiciho se jedince (napi. BERAN 2010a),
prilezitostnym vyuzitim mimotradného zdroje potravy (napf.
BERAN 2010b, JASSO 2017), nebo dokonce inovativnim
chovanim s potencialem k $ifeni v populaci (napt. ESTOK
et al. 2010, APLIN et al. 2013). Publikované reportaze z na-
hodilych pozorovéani neobvyklého potravniho chovani pred-
stavuji cenny dopln¢k ke kvantitativnim studiim potravniho
spektra, protoze dokumentuji vzacné druhy potravy a/nebo
zpusoby jejiho ziskavani, které je cilenym (kvantitativnim)
studiem obtiZné zachytit.

Potrava, kterou Spacek obecny (Sturnus vulgaris) krmi sva
mlad’ata na hnizd€, zahrnuje pfedevSim bezobratlé Zivocichy
a pozd¢ji v hnizdni sezo6né i ovoce (CRAMP & PERRINS
1994, HUDEC & STASTNY 2011). Vzdcné jsou v potravnim
spektru Spaccich mlad’at na hnizdech zastoupeni obratlovci,
napf. zaby a jestérky (HAVLIN & FOLK 1965). Obvykle
vSak neni jasné, zda je rodic¢e sami ulovili, nebo sebrali jiz
mrtvé. V tomto prispévku popisuji pozorovani mladéte Spac-
ka obecného na hnizd¢, které pravé polykalo zivou uzovku
obojkovou (Natrix natrix).

METODIKA

Hnizdo bylo umisténo ve stromové dutiné strakapoudiho
ptvodu v lese Sviholec u obce Dolany (okres Pardubice,
koordinaty 50°5'58"N, 15°41'30"E, kvadrat mezinarodniho
sitového mapovani organismi 5960, nadmotska vyska
220 m n. m.). Hnizdnim stromem byl jasan pensylvansky
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica) s primérem kmene v prsni
vysce 24 cm. Otvor sledované dutiny se nachazel ve vysce
4,4 m nad zemi. Hnizdo jsem opakovan€ kontroloval ze zem¢
pomoci minikamery na teleskopické ty¢i, pficemz slo o jedno
z 18 hnizd Spacka obecného sledovanych v roce 2020 za
ucelem studia hnizdni biologie.

VYSLEDKY

Dne 6. 5. 2020 jsem na hnizd¢ zastihl dosp€lce a s nim tfi
mladata ve véku priblizn€ 7-8 dni po vylihnuti. Jedno z mlé-
d’at se pravé pokouselo spolknout mladou uzovku obojkovou
o délce cca 15 cm (viz obr. 1). Délka uzovky byla odhadnuta
porovnanim s délkou dospélého Spacka pritomného na hniz-
dé. Hlavovou ¢ast t&la uZovky melo jiz mlade v zobaku/krku,
ale ocasni Cast ze zobaku stale vy¢nivala a béhem pozorovani
se pomalu pohybovala, pficemz chvilemi se obtacela kolem
krku mladéte. Uzovka tedy byla stale ziva. Mladé se pfi jejim
polykani v potiZich kymadcelo ze strany na stranu a nebylo
patrné, ze by se uzovka do jeho utrob posouvala. Z ptiblizné
tfiminutového pozorovéani bylo pofizeno nékolik snimk
a videosekvenci. Do nasledujici kontroly dne 9. 5. prezila
vSechna tfi mladiata, tj. pokus o spolknuti neobvyklé kofisti,
at’ byl ¢i nebyl Gspésny, nemél pro mlade fatalni nasledky.

DISKUSE

V kvantitativnich studiich potravniho spektra Spaccich
mlad’at na hnizd¢ obratlovci vét§inou chybi (viz MOEED
1980, TINBERGEN 1981, MOORE 1986, MOTIS et al.
1997, RHYMER et al. 2012), ptipadné jsou zastoupeni jen
nepocetné (HAVLIN & FOLK 1965). Polykani obratlovci
muze byt totiz pro Spacci mlad’ata, jejichz hlavni potravu
tvoii larvy hmyzu a zizaly (viz citace vySe), znacné obtizné.
Nevim, zda byla uzovka mladétem Spacka nakonec spolknuta
¢1 ne — potize mladéte pii jejim polykéani tomu vSak prili§
nenasveédcuji. Uzovka byla stale ziva a zjevné kladla odpor,
navic jeji délka se vyrazné¢ odchylovala od primérné délky
kofisti pfinasené Spac¢¢im mlad’atim na hnizdo, ktera napt. ve
Velké Britanii ¢inila < 3 cm u riznych skupin hmyzu a~ 7 cm
u zizal (RHYMER et al. 2012).

Udaje o ptivodu obratlovéi potravy mlad’at $packa obecné-
ho na hnizd¢ jsou kusé, i kdyz se da predpokladat, ze mensi
kotist rodi¢e sami ulovili. Pozorovéan vSak byl 1 sbér malych
ropuch obecnych (Bufo bufo) ptejetych na silnici, jejich
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Obr. 1. Pohled do hnizda Spacka obecného (Sturnus vulgaris) s dospélcem a tremi mladaty, z nichz jedno pravé polyka Zivou uzovku obojkovou
(Natrix natrix). Zamérné byly prostiidany dva riizné médy zaznamu. Zabér vpravo dole je oproti ostatnim priblizen. Les Sviholec, Dolany
(okres Pardubice).
Fig. 1. Snapshots from a Common Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) nest with an adult and three nestlings, one of which is swallowing a live Grass Snake
(Natrix natrix). Two different recording modes were used. The bottom right image is more zoomed than the others. Sviholec forest, Dolany village
(Pardubice district). (Foto/Photo M. Paclik, 6. 5. 2020).

»Zpracovani a odnaseni mlad’atim na hnizda (gLAPANSKY
2000). Mnou pozorovana uzovka byla jesté ziva, tj. rodice ji
museli Zivou ulovit a pfinést na hnizdo. To vSak pfimo pozo-
rovano nebylo, takze je tfeba zvazit i to, zda uzovka nemohla
do hnizda vlézt sama. Uzovka obojkova nicméné neni natolik
arborealni druh, aby po svislém a od zemé& nezavétveném
kmeni vylezla do vySky 4,4 m (viz MORAVEC 2015).
BRINGSOE & AASTRUP (2017) v Dansku sice pozorovali
uzovku obojkovou na stromé ve vysce 4,8 m, avSak v tomto
pripadé se jednalo o Sikmo rostouci a husté zavétveny kmen
se zvrasnélou kiirou. Pravdépodobngjsi vysvétleni tedy je, ze
mnou pozorovand uzovka byla na hnizdo donesena Spac¢¢im
rodi¢em.

Popisovany ptipad je jednim z mala dokladd obratlovet
v potravé mlad’at Spacka obecného na hnizdé a zaroven
prispévkem k poznani obratlov¢i potravy vyuzivané pévci
(Passeriformes), z nichZ v evropskych podminkéch patii
k pravidelnym predatorim obratlovcl jen zastupci ¢eledi
krkavcoviti (Corvidae) a tuhykoviti (Laniidae; HUDEC &
STASTNY 2011).

PODEKOVANI
Dékuji pfedevsim FrantiSku Véckovi (firma Servis
Elektronik Vécek) za sestaveni kamerového setu na prohlize-

ni stromovych dutin, bez né&jz by nebylo mozné popisovany
pripad neobvyklé potravy zdokumentovat. Tomasi Koutnému
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SUMMARY

In almost any bird species, from time to time we may
observe some kind of unusual foraging behaviour, which may
include a mistake of the foraging individual, opportunistic
utilization of an extraordinary food source, or even a behav-
ioural innovation that may be learnt by other members of the
population. The food with which the adult Common Starlings
(Sturnus vulgaris) provide their nestlings consists mainly of
insect larvae, earthworms, or later in the breeding season also
fruits, while vertebrates such as frogs and lizards are included
sporadically. Here I describe an observation of a Common
Starling nestling swallowing a live Grass Snake (Natrix
natrix) in the Sviholec forest near the village of Dolany
(Czech Republic, Pardubice district, coordinates 50°5'58"N,
15°41'30"E, Grid no. 5960, altitude 220 m a. s. L.).

The nest was placed in a tree cavity of woodpecker origin
in a Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) trunk with a diam-
eter of 24 cm at the breast height. The cavity entrance was
at the height of 4.4 m above the ground. I regularly checked
the nest using a miniature camera to follow the nest history.
On 6 May 2020, three approximately 7-8-day-old (post
hatch) nestlings were present in the nest together with an



adult. One of the nestlings was already swallowing an
approximately 15 cm long live Grass Snake (Natrix natrix).
The cranial part of the snake was already in the nestling’s
beak/neck, but the caudal part still protruded from the beak
and moved slowly during the observation, while in one
moment it twined around the nestling’s neck (see Fig. 1).
The snake had not yet been swallowed at the end of the 3-min
observation, suggesting that swallowing such a food item
might be beyond the nestling’s power. In fact, swallowing
of vertebrates may be difficult for the Common Starling
nestlings as their usual food is much softer and smaller.

The presented case ranks within the scarcely documented
vertebrate food items in the diet of the Common Starling
nestlings and, in context of the published reports, it represents
a unique record of a Common Starling nestling trying to
swallow a live vertebrate. More generally, this paper con-
tributes to the knowledge about the use of vertebrate food
in passerines (songbirds) that does not typically prey on
vertebrates.
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